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If, as former FBI Assistant Director William Cleveland states ( Post 
12/29/83), all those apparently missing FBI files sought in Freedom of 
Information Act cases are "indexed in the main bureau files," then perjury 
is no longer a mere cottage industry in the post-Hoover FBI because agent 
after agent has sworn to a search of that very index and sworn that those 
countless records do not exist. My personal experience with these sworn 
FBI claims is in numerous FOIA lawsuits. 

It apparently is beyond the comprehension of those like-minded 
selected by Hoover that no matter how right and proper they conceived the 
acts exposed by Professor Theoharis and others, with the FBI’s own records 
as proof, those acts are illegal and subvert basic American belief and 
concepts of self-government - which distinguish us from dictatorships and 
authoritarianism. Moreover, a crime remains a crime even if committed by 
FBI agents and ordered by higher FBI authority. 

Cleveland’s is the official FBI line about exposures of it, that 
those who expose it are out to make a buck while those who publish what the 
FBI wants believed have noble and unselfish purposes. There is nothing wrong 
in a writ er or a professor making a living, but the fact is that because the 
FBI extorts such enormous costs from those who sue under FOIA (one of the ways 
in which the FBI and other agencies have in effect rewritten FOIA) , it is a 
practical impossibility for any such book to make a profit. 

Cleveland misrepresents Hoover’s presidential contacts by saying 
"you could count on your fingers the number of times he went to see the 
various presidents." Cleveland must know that these numerous contacts were 
indirect because the reports on them disclosed under FOIA reveal that they 
were usually routed to assistant directors. In Cleveland’s day they were 
handled by Cartha DeLoach and, contrary to John Grady’s representation in 
the same issue, did include blackmail. Records disclosed to me reflect how 
the FBI blackmailed even President Johnson and the CIA. 

It is long past time for the country to recognize that, while the 
difference in degree is enormous, in fact these exposed official abuses are 
like those of the KGB and Gestapo in their purposes, which include silencing 
those the FBI does not like. 

One of the great and little appreciated benefits of FOIA is that it 
can force disclosure of official wrongdoing and thus make correction possible. 
This is precisely what happened with the FBI’s KGB-like and Gestapo-like 
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abuses misrepresented as its "counterintelligence program" or Cointelpro. 

FOIA brought these abuses to light, not any one of the countless government 
employees and thousands of FBI agents who were aware of them and participated 
in them. 


Theoharis should be praised, not libelled, for his long and successful 
effort to make our system work and for the lucidity with which he makes 
formerly suppressed information available to the public. This is the intent 
of FOIA. 



